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The Problem

• High rates of GC and Chlamydia, 
compared to rest of state, for many 

years

• Syphilis and HIV - not so much











STI task force members

• Board of Ed health personnel

• Local hospital: PRMC Infection control, ED

• Local colleges: SU, WorWic CC, UMES

• DIS – present and past

• Prevention and Health Communications

• TLC, local FQHC; large Ob gyn, adult medicine, 
pediatrics practices

• NAACP



Why does Wicomico have a worse 
problem?

•Differential Diagnosis:

•We screen more aggressively?

•High college population c/w county pop?

•Local state prison effect?

•‘Crossroads of Delmarva’ – lots of social 
issues related to traffic

•Condom issues

•Education issues – conservative area
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Vision - Wicomico County will have the 
lowest rate of STI’s in the state.

• Mission - The mission of the WiCo STI Task 
Force is to understand the multiple causes of 
our high STI rate; develop and implement 
effective interventions; periodically review 
relevant metrics and adjust interventions 
accordingly.



Possible Strategies

Education/awareness
How? To whom?

• General public
• Board of Education
• Parents
• Students
• Young adults
• By risk factors

Promote condom use??
– Make free condoms more readily available at 

multiple venues?
Promote STI testing??
Promote effective contact tracing??



What actually occurred

• Created fact sheet, talking points

• HO presented to County Council

• Newspaper heard CC presentation, and did 
front page article

• Publicity buzz led to TV, radio interviews, and 
presentations to group

• Board of Ed interest

• Health promotions activity





Maryland Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey, 2013

More buzz

http://www.wicomicohealth.org









What we did

Chavonda

Erica



Outcomes

• 2012- 2013

Wicomico
CT 8.0% decline GC - 7.4 % decline

Statewide counties 
CT  up 1.3%           GC up 3.1%

2013-2014 

Wicomico 
CT – 11.4% decline GC – 4.1% decline

Statewide counties
CT – up 5.8%               GC – up 2.1%



Mission - The mission of the WiCo
STI Task Force is to:

1)understand the multiple causes of 
our high STI rate; 

2)
; 

3)periodically review relevant 
metrics and 

4) .



Lessons learned

• Limited value of evidence based practices??
• The value of buzz
• Condom utility may be maxed out??
• Collaboration with community partners

– Community partners buy-in buzz matters!!
– Board of Ed

• Humility
• Pick your targets
• Don’t pick fights

• The value of luck, statistical variation



Wicomico STI Task Force members

• WiCo BoE – Diane Pellegrino, RN; Michael Charlton
• PRMC – Karen Mihalik, RN; Sarah Arnett, RN
• TLCCS – Jeannette Taylor, RN; Denise Heil, RN
• Tanya Selby, DHMH; DIS; Beebe Triplett, DIS (ret.)
• WiCHD - Lisa Anderson,RN; Olivia Butler, RN; Cindy Shifler; Kelli 

Michaud, RN, Chavonda Carr, CHES, Brian Polk, BA, J. A. Cockey, MD
• SU  - Victoria Lentz, CRNP; Dr. Brandye Nobiling, PhD; Mandy Clark, 

CRNP
• WorWic CC - Teresa Tyndall, Penny Twilley, RN
• UMES Student Health – Sue Carter, CRNP
• NAACP – Mary Ashanti, Martha Maddox
• Erin Failev, PA


